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Translation: 

Sci-Hub | Open Access to Academic Information 
I’ve updated the project design. Now on the home page it will say what the project is, and what we are fighting for. 
We’re still finalizing development of the design, and it is now accessible to all Russian-language users. Why was 
this necessary? First, it became clear after communicating with the group that many people have a very vague 
understanding of the goals and objectives of the Sci-Hub project. For example, many think that we are fighting for 
some kind of “freedom of information.” 
In reality, “freedom of information” is a very broad and ambiguous topic. It includes such issues as the freedom to 
publish insults, slander, political propaganda, or pornographic material. The freedom to distribute academic 
knowledge is only part of this matter (and far from the most important part) in comparison with all the other issues. 
The fight against political censorship on the Internet has become the foremost issue.  
In contrast, Sci-Hub is fighting mainly for the free, unrestricted, and large-scale distribution specifically of 
knowledge and academic/educational information and is not engaged in other issues.  
I hope this will clear up any confusion.  
Secondly, the project has already been operating for four years now, and through our efforts a great number of 
academic articles have been uploaded and placed in the library. What’s important now is to make the work of the 
library absolutely legal at the legislative level. We will continue to upload articles, even though most are already 
uploaded, and now we need to ensure their legalization.  
 
Alexandra Elbakyan 
Jul 13, 2015, at 9:23 a.m. | Like 73 
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